CHAPTEK VII

GENEBAL-AT-SEA

THE waters at Bath completely restored Monk's health,
and in July the Council requested Cromwell to order him
back to his duty in Scotland, that he might report on
the state of the country. Monk did not go.

A new act in the drama had begun. ' "With Duribar,
Worcester, and Monk's successes in Scotland, the Prefi*
byterian party was reduced to impotency. The Inde-
pendents were triumphant, and the factors of which that
party was composed began to detach themselves with
ominous distinctness. , On the one hand was the Parlia-
ment, reactionary in spite of its purging; on the other
the army, radical in spite of its leader. For the purpose
of understanding Monk's relation to them it is unneces-
sary to enter minutely into the characteristics of feoth
factions. To place ourselves in sympathy with a* poli-
tical situation it is necessary not so much to understand
the aims of the several parties which create it, as to grasp
the motives which each party attributes to the other.
The great body of politicians are moved more by distrust
of their adversaries than by confidence in themselves.
Monk at any rate, with his soldierly contempt for politics,
was incapable of taking a higher view of the situationn to negotiate the Union, but in
